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main of well established geological fact, and this I
shall proceed to prove.

Now, I am no geologist beyond the study of
books; but this does not prevent me from a thor-
ough comprehension of the system. I believe in
practical geology, thankfully accepting all the
well attested facts in our learned volumes, whose
authors give them with a clearness of descriptive
power and with such precision of statement as
enable me to do my own thinking, and this was
the predestined end in view by the writers. I am,
however, well aware that they are impatient of
contradiction, as to the matter of theory; and
seemingly imagine that because they have fur-
nished the facts they must furnish the theory as
well, and that all who accept the one must hold
to the other. This may be pardoned in the en-
thusiastic who do the hard work of laborious re-
search, but it is intolerable in those who, within
arm-chairs and indulging in dreamy ideal construc-
tiveness, which they mistake for profound specu-
lation, and strangers alike to the handle of the
geological hammer and to the practical toil of
geological explorers, presume to tax others with
inconsistencies, who are as well qualified as them-
selves to judge as to what is truth. Thus Dr. John
Pye Smith, an arm-chair geologist, fretfully says:

" It must appear a very strange thing that the persons who
have given such distinguished proof of their general ability, and
of their acuteness of penetration in this particular department of
scientific study ; who possess the resources of those auxiliary
sciences which are the best grounds in physical inquiry, and the
most stern checks upon sanguine minds, to guard them against
precipitance or inaccuracy in drawing conclusions ; it must ap-
pear a strange thing that such persons should labor under an